
Amazon shifts up to £8.2bn of UK revenues to 

low-tax Luxembourg, Unite Investigates and 

Action on Amazon reveal 
An exclusive in the Independent reveals: 

άGovernments are subsidising the 

growth of a monopoly by allowing e-

commerce giant to legally report billions 

of pounds of sales in a tax havenέ. 
 

The paper quotes Unite Executive Officer 

Sharon Graham as saying ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳǇŀƴȅΩǎ ǘŀȄ 

ŀǾƻƛŘŀƴŎŜ ǿŜƴǘ άƘŀƴŘ-in-ƘŀƴŘέ ǿƛǘƘ ƛǘǎ 

anti-union stance. 

άhǳǊ Ŏŀƭƭ ŦƻǊ ŀ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ƛƴǉǳƛǊȅ ƛǎ ŀ ŘŜƳŀƴŘ Ŧor 

transparency and social responsibility. That means opening the books and giving workers the freedom to form a 

ǳƴƛƻƴ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ŦŜŀǊΣέ Ms Graham said. 

And [ŀōƻǳǊ at ŀƴŘ ¢ǊŜŀǎǳǊȅ /ƻƳƳƛǘǘŜŜ ƳŜƳōŜǊ 9ƳƳŀ IŀǊŘȅ ŘŜǎŎǊƛōŜŘ ǘƘŜ ŦƛƴŘƛƴƎǎ ŀǎ άǾŜǊȅ ǿƻǊǊȅƛƴƎέ ŀƴŘ ōŀŎƪŜŘ 

¦ƴƛǘŜΩǎ Ŏŀƭƭ ŦƻǊ ŀ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ƛƴǉǳƛǊȅ ƛƴǘƻ !ƳŀȊƻƴΩǎ άƳƛǎǎƛƴƎ ƳƻƴŜȅέΦ άL ŘƻƴΩǘ ǿŀƴǘ ŀ ǘŀȄ ǎȅǎǘŜƳ ǘƘŀǘ ǘŀƪŜǎ ƳƻƴŜȅ ŦǊƻƳ 

ordinary people to subsidise the growǘƘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΩǎ ōƛƎƎŜǎǘ ŀƴǘƛ-ǳƴƛƻƴ ŎƻƳǇŀƴȅΣέ aǎ IŀǊŘȅ ǎŀƛŘΦ 

The report reveals: 

¶ Lƴ нлмф ϻуΦнōƴ όсл҈ύ ƻŦ !ƳŀȊƻƴΩǎ ¦Y ǊŜǾŜƴǳŜǎ ŘƛǎŀǇǇŜŀǊŜŘ ƛƴǘƻ ŀ ƴŜǘǿƻǊƪ ƻŦ Luxembourg-based 

companies, while an estimated £64 million in corporation tax went unaccounted for 

¶ Amazon continues to lower its tax bill through its network in Luxembourg and generous public subsidies 

from HMRC 

¶ .ŀǎŜŘ ƻƴ !ƳŀȊƻƴΩǎ ƻǿƴ ǊŜŎƻǊŘǎ ǿŜ ŜǎǘƛƳŀǘŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊƳ Ǉŀȅǎ ǘŀȄ ƻƴ ƻƴƭȅ лΦс҈ ƻŦ its total UK sales (£13.73 

billion.) With £1.5 million worth of sales an hour, it takes Amazon just 2 days to pay its tax bill ς compared to 

150 days for the average UK taxpayer 

¶ tǳōƭƛŎ ƳƻƴŜȅ ƛǎ ŜŦŦŜŎǘƛǾŜƭȅ ǎǳōǎƛŘƛǎƛƴƎ !ƳŀȊƻƴΩǎ ƳŀǊƪŜǘ ŘƻƳƛƴŀƴŎŜΦ CƛƴŀƴŎƛŀƭ statements show the £4.5 

million pre-ǘŀȄ ǇǊƻŦƛǘǎ ƳŀŘŜ ōȅ !ƳŀȊƻƴΩǎ hƴƭƛƴŜ ¦Y Ltd resulted in a tax credit from HRMC of £82,000, 

rather than the expected £857,000 tax bill. Amazon received £592,000 in UK government grants in the 24 

months prior ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǇŀƴŘŜƳƛŎΦ Ψ!ƳŀȊƻƴ 5ŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ /ŜƴǘǊŜ ό[ƻƴŘƻƴύ [ǘŘΩ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜŘ wϧ5 ŎǊŜŘƛǘǎ worth £8.9 

million in the same period 

¶ The findings show a need for increasing transparency. The current system of reporting needs to be changed 

to include activity reporting, consolidated country accounts and public country-by-country reporting 

AmazonΩs tax arrangements ς like its surveillance techniques and its high-pressure, low job security working 

practices ς represent a powerful and dangerous for the rest of the economy. Unless we take effective action on 

Amazon these practices could proliferate, at the expense of workers and taxpayers. 

You can read more of the Independent article at https://bit.ly/IndyAmTax (please note that the full article is available 

to subscribers only) 

The full report, Unite Investigates - !ƳŀȊƻƴΩǎ ǘŀȄ ŀǾƻƛŘŀƴŎŜ. A state-subsidised monopolisation and possible 

remedies, at https://bit.ly/AoA_Am_Tax  

https://bit.ly/IndyAmTax
https://bit.ly/AoA_Am_Tax
https://www.independent.co.uk/news/business/news/amazon-tax-avoidance-luxembourg-proft-shifting-b1898781.html


Press highlights 
We continue to take action in every corner of Britain and Ireland, keeping the pressure on Amazon, taking the 

message to workers and keeping the issue in the press and in the minds of the public. HereΩǎ ǎƻƳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƘƛƎƘƭƛƎƘǘǎ 

from the press over the last few weeks.  

 

 

  

https://www.eastbourneherald.co.uk/business/consumer/eastbourne-campaigners-protest-against-amazon-3337121?amp
https://www.time1075.net/170768-2-protest-amazon-price-gouging-grays/
https://morningstaronline.co.uk/article/b/unite-accuses-amazon-of-profiteering-pandemic
https://cranfieldandmarstonvale.co.uk/business/unite-protest-over-amazons-pandemic-profiteering/
https://flitwick.news/business/unite-protest-over-amazons-pandemic-profiteering/
https://www.greenocktelegraph.co.uk/news/19491118.gourock-amazon-price-gouging-protest-held-outside-depot/?ref=wa


  

https://www.thenorthernecho.co.uk/news/19472279.amazon-protests-held-middlesbrough-price-gouging/
https://www.wiltsglosstandard.co.uk/news/19469530.unite-accuse-amazon-price-gouging-pandemic/
https://www.dailyadvent.com/gb/news/amp/327b09ad1a32ef0f84b7fc2b70e6ae7c-Amazon-protests-at-Bluewater-shopping-centre-in-Dartford-as-Unite-reports-Jeff-Bezos-owned-company-to-Competition-and-Markets-Authority-for-pandemic-price-gouging
https://www.kentonline.co.uk/dartford/news/anti-amazon-protest-held-at-bluewater-251037/
https://www.nottinghampost.com/news/local-news/campaigners-protest-notts-over-allegations-5684257
https://www.leicestermercury.co.uk/news/leicester-news/campaigners-protest-against-amazon-outside-5703902


 

 

 

https://www.nottinghampost.com/news/nottingham-news/amazon-workers-stage-protest-next-5626613
https://www.chad.co.uk/news/people/campaigners-to-stage-a-protest-in-edwinstowe-to-secure-trade-union-rights-for-directly-employed-amazon-workers-3296944
https://www.lincolnshireworld.com/news/people/protest-calling-for-union-rights-for-amazon-workers-arrives-in-skegness-3307374
https://coventryobserver.co.uk/news/protest-at-coventry-cathedral-as-row-between-unions-and-amazon-continues/
https://unitelive.org/amazon-accused-of-pandemic-profiteering/

