No public contracts for Amazon Web
Services while they remain anti-union

Sunday Mirror & People (print edition) 16 May

According to the Sunday Mirror, “taxpayers are forking out £94
million to boost profits at Amazon”. This is just one new
contract, awarded by her Majesty’s Revenue and Customs to
the hugely profitable Amazon arm that provides web hosting
and other digital services. A whole host of UK & Irish
Government departments, local authorities, public sector
pension funds and others use AWS, which generates
approximately two thirds of Amazon’s profits.
“We want rules that stop Amazon from bidding for or
renewing deals until it guarantees workers’ rights to join a
union without fear of reprisal”, Sharon Graham, Unite
Executive Officer, told the media.
Jeff Bezos has failed to respond to our request to sign a
declaration of neutrality, which would guarantee British and
Irish workers the freedom to talk with and join unions without
fear of retribution.
Action on Amazon is now about to enter a new stage as we
prepare to bring pressure to bear on politicians over the rules
that allow Amazon and others to pick up lucrative public
contracts whilst denying workers a voice at work.

Amazon workers contacting our hotline
“As a temp on a zero hour contract I get four hours’ notice of
next shift but often five minutes notice that the shift is
cancelled.”
“If you test positive for covid no one takes the isolation period as
no wages are paid, so everyone comes into work. It’s not safe.”
“The managers are bullies. They exploit the East European
staff.”
“We have targets of 300 items an hour. The bosses are bullies.
The last hour of the shift is 'Power Hour' where if your targets
drop it messes up your rate for the whole shift”
These are just some of the comments made by Amazon
workers.
Bullying, harassment, racial and gender discrimination and overwork are the most common complaints. Unfair
disciplinaries and health and safety concerns – including around Covid are also widely raised.
Our online and print adverts have been seen millions of times in local papers all over Great Britain and Ireland, and
on Facebook. And over 20,000 people have called the phone line or visited our online hotline. We are now increasing
our contact with workers on routes to and from fulfilment centres, and with ads in foreign language outlets and on
radio.
As we prepare to enter the next stage of the campaign we are keeping up the local actions and keeping the story in
the press – getting our message out to Amazon workers and their supporters.
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Actions will continue in every area of Great
Britain and Ireland until Amazon hear us and
agree to our declaration of neutrality

